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THE PEASANTS' CRUSADE 

The Peasants' Crusade of 1096 has been too generally regarded 
as a disorderly movement of misguided and unprepared rustics. 
The name suggests all this. In reality many of these "peasants" 
seem to have been prosperous middle-class freeholders and towns- 
men, foresighted enough to furnish themselves with the equipment 
and money necessary for a long journey to the East. People of 
such prudence desired an orderly march and asked only the privi- 
lege of paying their way. There was indeed a general wave of 
social unrest, and the sources vaguely indicate that numerous groups 
of people were wandering about aimlessly — for instance, the band 
which entrusted itself to the guidance of a goose and a goat. All 
this, however, was a natural consequence of the widespread crusad- 
ing excitement, and was as much an accompaniment of the main 
crusade as of the lesser movement. Specifically, the Peasants' Cru- 
sade consisted of five large bands led by Peter the Hermit, Walter 
the Penniless, Fulk, Gottschalk, and Emicho. What manner of 
people did these armies contain? What were the reasons for their 
failure? If all facts not pertinent to these queries are omitted, the 
story of the Peasants' Crusade may be profitably retold. 

The chroniclers, with one exception, were unsympathetic and too 
often brief when they wrote of this movement. 1 Not only were 
these bands of much less importance in numbers and personnel than 
the larger armies, but they failed to aid the main crusade. Hence 
they were generally denounced by conservative ecclesiastical writers 

1 Albert of Aix, Historia Hierosolymitana, Recueil des Historiens des Croi- 
sades, Historiens Occidentaux, IV. Albert was not an eye-witness and the value 
of his work has been much discussed. In the first edition of his Geschichte des 
Brsten Kreuzzuges (Dusseldorf, 1841) H. von Sybel held Albert to be untrust- 
worthy. Kugler later advanced the belief that Albert used the work of a Lorraine 
chronicler, who was an eye-witness, as well as crusading songs and oral sources. 
B. Kugler, Albert von Aachen (Stuttgart, 1885). F. Krebs, Zur Kritik Alberts 
von Aachen (Minister, 1881) concluded that the accounts of the bands of Walter 
and Peter came from people who were in their armies. Theodore Wolff in Die 
Bauernkreuzziige (Tubingen, 1891) also reaches favorable conclusions concerning 
Albert's information about the Peasants' Crusade. For the purposes of this 
article it is sufficient to say that the indirect information, such as that about 
markets and provisions, which so frequently occurs in Albert, is not likely to have 
been manufactured, and can be accepted in general if not always for particular 
cases. 

(440) 



The Peasants' Crusade 441 

who deplored all futile popular disturbance: to them it was all the 
work of false prophets. Thus Ekkehard in his Hierosolymita, after 
condemning the Peasants' Crusade in toto as the product of folly, 
ignorance, and the devil, introduces his readers to the real theme of 
his book, namely the glorious deeds of the main armies, by calling 
these the wheat, while designating the unfortunate peasants as the 
chaff. 2 Guibert, in a frequently quoted passage, tells of poor people 
loading families and possessions into two-wheeled carts, and of the 
children asking at every town to which they came if it might be 
Jerusalem. 3 This contemporary view has not been sufficiently dis- 
counted, but has continued to color impressions of the entire move- 
ment. In general it may be said that the events have been accu- 
rately determined, and the sources have been well edited and 
criticized. Nevertheless to so excellent a scholar as Rohricht, these 
people are " recht bose Gesellen ", which sounds not very different 
from Guibert's phrase, "faex residua Francorum". 4 

It has been too readily assumed that a wide social gulf separated 
this crusade of " peasants " from that of the " knights ". Although 
an offshoot, which prematurely separated itself from the larger 
organized movement between the council of Clermont and the date 
set for the departure of the main armies, this movement had the 
same causes, and originated in the same conditions, as the main 
crusade. Urban II. appealed to all classes, rich and poor. 5 Only 
with the support of all Christendom could such a novel and prodi- 
gious enterprise succeed. Thus new and wonderful opportunities 
opened to both common man and knight, and the main armies be- 
came volunteer organizations which contained far more footmen 
than horsemen. The pope did, however, state what was undesirable 
material, namely, old men, those unable to fight, women without 
husbands or legal guardians. He forbade clerics to go without the 
consent of their superiors, and directed laymen to obtain the bless- 

2 Ekkehard, Hierosolymita, ed. Hagenmeyer (Tubingen, 1877), pp. 119-122, 
130-133. 

3 Guibert of Nogent, Gesta Dei per Francos, Recueil, Occ, IV. 142. 

* R. Rohricht, Geschichte des Ersten Kreuszuges (Innsbruck, 1901), p. 35. 
" Schaaren, welche meist nur aus Bauern und zusammengelaufenem Volk bestan- 
den, ohne Zucht und Ordnung, ohne Reiterei und regelmassige Bewaffnung." 
Rohricht, Beitr'dge zur Geschichte der Kreuzziige (Berlin, 2 vols., 1874, 1878), II. 
26. See also Hagenmeyer, Peter der Eremite (Leipzig, 1879), p. 172; Wolff, 
Bauernkreuzziige, p. 66, note 2. 

5 " Qua de re supplici prece hortor, non ego, sed Dominus, ut cunctis cuius- 
libet ordinis tam equitibus quam peditibus, tain divitibus quam pauperibus, edicto 
frequenti vos, Christi praecones, suadeatis." Fulcher of Chartres, Historia Hiero- 
solymitana, ed. Hagenmeyer (Heidelberg, 1913), pp. 134-135. 
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ings of their priests. 8 It may be noted that this in no wise excluded 
the stout peasant who possessed the arms of a fighting man. 

The pope likewise emphasized the need for material preparation. 
The rich should aid the poor, and the soldiers of Christ were to 
delay departure until their worldly affairs were arranged, and they 
had collected whatever was necessary for the march. 7 Here was 
the first and fundamental qualification for the crusader. Every- 
one, who aspired to be such, whether noble or peasant, must obtain 
equipment and ready money,, somewhere, somehow, by sale, by 
mortgage, or by Jew-baiting. Guibert's description of the condi- 
tions which preceded the departure of the crusaders shows marked 
economic disturbance. All who wished to go sold their property 
cheaply, while such articles as were needed for the journey could 
only be obtained at a high price. 8 This picture of frenzied prepa- 
ration forms a necessary introduction to the Peasants' Crusade. 
The followers of Peter and Walter could not have been uninfluenced 
by the actions of those who were getting ready for the other armies. 
It is also significant that Urban II. desired all people, except such 
as would be " more of a burden than an aid " to the crusade. 

The movement is closely associated with the work of Peter the 
Hermit, who was not only its inspiration as a crusading preacher, 
but also the recognized leader of all who reached Asia Minor. The 
first mention of Peter's activity finds him in Berry soon after the 
council of Clermont (November 18-28, 1095 ), 9 which he probably 
attended. It is even possible that he was definitely commissioned 
to preach by Urban II., who had so effectively awakened enthusiasm 
by his own oratory, and wished others to do the same. 10 By March, 
1096, Peter had labored to such good purpose that he had collected 

6 " Tales enim magis sunt impedimento quam adjumento, plus oneri quam 
utilitati." Robert the Monk, Historia Iherosolymitana, Recueil, Occ, III. 729 ; 
Kreuzzugsbriefe, ed. Hagenmeyer (Innsbruck, 1901), no. 3, pp. 137-138; D. C. 
Munro, " Speech of Urban II. at Clermont ", in American Historical Review, 
XI. (1906), 237-238. 

• " Sed propriis locatis sumptibusque collectis," Fulcher (ed. Hagenmeyer), 
PP- 137-138. 

8 " Erat itaque ibi videre miraculum : caro omnes emere et vili vendere ; caro 
quidem, quae ad usum deferrentur itineris, dum praeproperant ; vili vero, dum 
sumptuum impendia coaggerant ; et quae paulo ante nee carceres nee tormenta 
ab eis extorquere poterant, brevi nummorum numero cuncta constabant." Gui- 
bert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 141. 

9 Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 272; Hagenmeyer, Peter, p. 108; Hagenmeyer, 
" Chronologie de la Premiere Croisade ", Revue de I' Orient Latin, VI. (1898), no. 
13. Hagenmeyer places this at the beginning of December, 1095. 

10 Robert d'Arbrissel was commissioned to preach the crusade. Hagenmeyer, 
" Chronologie ", no. 19- 
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an army of 15,000 men. 11 Whether the pope approved of such re- 
cruiting or not, can only be conjectured. Except for the premature 
time of Peter's mobilization, which was much earlier than the official 
date of departure, August 15, 1096, 12 there could have been no 
objection if the recruits were fit for the crusade. The earliest ref- 
erences to this army indicate that it contained few knights. 13 How- 
ever, whether it rode or walked, it was well-behaved. There is no 
evidence of any disorder or of participation in the Jewish persecu- 
tions of that time. On the contrary, Peter presented a letter to the 
Jews of Trier from those of France, which requested their brethren 
in any town to which he might come to furnish his army with pro- 
visions, for he was friendly toward Israel. 14 On April 12, Peter 
reached Cologne, where a week's preaching added many more to his 
army, including two counts and a bishop. 15 But the "proud Franks" 
were too impatient to wait for Peter to recruit Germans, and they 
departed under the leadership of Walter the Penniless. 

Passing through Swabia, Bavaria, and Austria, this band arrived 
at the Hungarian boundary late in May. 16 The march seems to 
have been orderly, since Coloman, king of Hungary, did not hesitate 
to grant Walter free passage through his realm with the privilege of 
markets. 17 The conduct of the army continued to be satisfactory 
during the march through Hungary. 18 An incident, which might 
have been serious, occurred -when the army crossed the river Save, 
which separated Hungary from Bulgaria. Sixteen stragglers were 
robbed in Semlin, but Walter refused to take up their quarrel, and 
continued his march. 19 

Bulgaria was nominally Byzantine territory, where markets were 

11 Ordericus Vitalis, Historia Ecclesiastica (ed. Le Prevost), III. 478; Hagen- 
meyer, "Chronologie", nos. 21, 22. The numbers given by these chroniclers are 
not to be trusted. 

12 Hagenmeyer, "Chronologie", no. 15. 

13 Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 274. Albert says that Walter's army contained 
only eight equites. Ordericus, ed. Le Prevost, III. 474. 

li Hagenmeyer, " Chronologie ", no. 27. The Jews of Trier made " gifts " to 
Peter. 

15 Ordericus, ed. Le Prevost, III. 478 ; Gesta Francorum, Anonymi, ed. Hagen- 
meyer (Heidelberg, 1890), p. 120, mentions bishops in the army in Asia Minor. 

io Hagenmeyer, "Chronologie", nos. 21, 33. 

17 " Ubi audita et cognita illius animi intentione et causa assumptae viae, a 
domno Kalomanno, rege christianissimo Ungarorum, benigne susceptus est, et 
pacifice concessus est sibi transitus per universam terram regni sui, et emendi 
licentia." Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 274. 

is " Hie itaque, sine offensione et aliquo adverso incursu, usque ad Bele- 
gravam, civitatem Bulgarorum, profectus est." Ibid., p. 274. 

1 9 Ibid., pp. 274-275. 
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a state monopoly. The people of this region, however, were far 
from being under effective control, and the imperial governor, 
Niketas, had not been warned of the coming of the crusaders. 20 
Consequently, when Walter sought permission to buy provisions 
from " the prince of the Bulgarians and the magistrate of the city " 
of Belgrade it was refused. 21 Unable to obtain food otherwise, 
the crusaders resorted to foraging, which provoked retaliation. One 
party was surrounded in an oratory, which the Bulgarians burned, 
killing sixty of those within, and injuring others. Again Walter 
seems to have avoided trouble, for he hurried on with his army in 
confusion, 22 but although Albert's account of the departure is vague, 
there is no reason to think that the army was defeated in a general 
battle. 

The march to Nish through the Bulgarian forests took eight 
days, but at this town the crusaders were well treated, and restitu- 
tion for their losses was made by the imperial officials. Markets 
were granted for the rest of the journey, and after an uneventful 
passage, Walter reached Constantinople July 20. 23 Here the army 
continued to enjoy the privilege of buying whatever it needed, and 
settled itself to await the arrival of Peter. The first army to reach 
the East had conducted itself creditably. Walter had shown excel- 
lent qualities of leadership. 

Evidence of adequate preparation may also be found in the ac- 
count of Peter's march. Leaving Cologne on April 19, with an 
army "innumerable as the sands of the sea", which was further 
increased by a contingent headed by South German nobles, 24 Peter 
reached the Hungarian boundary after a peaceful march. 25 Pas- 
sage through Hungary was granted on the conditions that there 
should be no plundering, and that whatever the army required 

20 Chalandon, Regne d' Alexis I er Comnene (Paris, 1900), p. 167, note 4. 

21 " Qui fraudem [or fraudes] et exploratores terrae aestimantes, omnia 
venalia illis interdixerunt." Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 275. 

22 " Post hanc calamitatem et attritionem suorum, Walterus, relictis circum- 
quaque sociis, fugitivus [or fugitivis] silvas Bulgarorum, per dies octo, exsu- 
perans ", etc. Ibid., p. 275. 

23 " Ubi duci et principi terrae reperto injuriam et dampnum sibi illatum 
referens, justitiam de omnibus clementer ab eo consecutus est ; quin et arma et 
pecuniam illi in reconciliatione largitus est: ac ei conductum idem dominus terrae 
per civitates Bulgariae Sterniz et Phinepopolim atque Andronopolim pacifice dedit, 
et emendi licentiam ", etc. Ibid., p. 275. 

24 " Francigenae, Suevi, Bawarii, Lotharingi ", ibid., p. 276. Hagenmeyer, 
" fitude sur la Chronique de Zimmern ", in Arch, de I'Orient Lat., II. 68 ff. ; 
Wolff, B auernkreusziige , p. 144. 

25 Even Ekkehard says that the passage through Southern Germany was 
peaceful. Ekkehard, ed. Hagenmeyer, pp. 50-53. 
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should be purchased without contention and at a fair price. 26 These 
terms were observed until Semlin was reached. 27 When approach- 
ing this town, Peter heard a rumor to the effect that Guz, a promi- 
nent Hungarian noble, 28 had planned to attack his army in the rear, 
while Niketas obstructed its advance " so that the spoils of so great 
an army in horses, gold, silver, and clothing should be captured and 
divided". Peter refused to believe this "because the Hungarians 
and Bulgarians were Christians ", but when the clothing and arms 
of the sixteen stragglers from Walter's army were seen hanging 
from the walls of Semlin, the crusaders took the town by assault 
and killed a great many of the inhabitants. 29 

Here Peter tarried five days, but on hearing that the King of 
Hungary was gathering an army behind him, he crossed the Morava, 
although hampered by a lack of boats, and obstructed by the Pince- 
nates. Burdened with the spoils of Semlin, consisting of wagon- 
loads of grain, cattle, and horses, the march was continued. Niketas 
did not remain at Belgrade but retired to the walled town of Nish, 
while the Bulgarians hid their flocks and herds in the forests. 
Arriving at Nish on the eighth day, messengers were sent to 
Niketas to ask permission to buy food. This was granted on con- 
dition that hostages be given as a pledge of good faith. 30 In the 
morning the hostages were returned and the army prepared to re- 
sume its march. But a hundred German stragglers, irritated be- 
cause of some altercation in the market, set fire to some mills outside 
the city. This caused the Bulgarians to attack the departing cru- 
saders. Peter, who was already some distance ahead, hastened 
back with the intention of making amends for the injury which the 
Germans had done, but before he could begin negotiations, a thou- 
sand of his men crossed the bridge to attack the gate of the town, 
and soon another thousand joined them. 81 Peter then tried to keep 

26 Albert, Recueil, Ore, IV. 276. 

2T " Et pacifice regnum Ungariae transivit, dans et accipiens omnia usui nec- 
essaria in numero, justitia et mensura; et sic sine turbine usque ad Malevillam 
[Semlin] cum omni legione sua profectus est." Ibid., p. 276. 

28 " Comes regionis illius, nomine Guz, unus de primatibus regis Ungariae." 
Ibid., p. 276. 

29 Ibid., pp. 276-277 ; Hagenmeyer, " Chronologie ", no. 42, says this was 
about June 22. 

30 " Omnium rerum sufficientia ad emendum undique illis concessa est ; et 
non habentibus unde emerent, plurima largitio elemosynarum a civitate collata 
est." Ibid., p. 278. This indicates that the army contained paupers, but it is 
significant that they should be mentioned. 

31 " Mille insensatorum hominum juventus, nimiae levitatis et durae cervicis, 
gens indomita et effrenis, sine causa, sine ratione, trans praedictum pontem lapi- 
deum ad moenia et portam civitatis in gravi assultu vadunt." Ibid., p. 280. 

AM. HIST. REV., VOL. XXVI.— 20,. 
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the rest of his men out of the fight, but the Bulgarians took advan- 
tage of this lack of harmony in the crusading army and drove the 
attacking party over the bridge or into the river, killing many of 
them. This treatment of their comrades aroused many of the cru- 
saders, who thus far had remained spectators, to attempt to cross 
the river notwithstanding Peter's efforts to restrain them. 

In the meantime a messenger reached Niketas, who agreed to 
negotiate. This was announced, and the fighting ceased. The foot- 
men, however, apparently disgusted, loaded their wagons and, 
against Peter's wishes, again began to depart. The Bulgarians re- 
garded this as an effort to retreat and again attacked the crusaders. 
The result was a general rout, in which a large number of prisoners 
were taken, including many women. Many wagons were lost, par- 
ticularly the one which bore the treasure-chest of Peter. 32 Albert's 
account makes it evident that much of the trouble was due to Peter's 
inability to control his men, and it is likely that Niketas had more 
difficulty in restraining the wild peoples under his rule. Although 
denial of markets was not the cause of the trouble either at Semlin 
or at Nish, nevertheless, inasmuch as this was the only portion of 
the route where either army had trouble, it would seem that more 
blame must rest upon the Bulgarians than upon the crusaders. 

Niketas sent messengers to Constantinople to report what had 
occurred, and Peter was met at Sternitz by imperial officials. 33 To 
avoid further disorder, Alexius directed that there should not be a 
delay of more than three days at any town, and he granted full 
market privileges. 34 At Philippopolis the Greeks made large gifts 

32 " Plaustrum quoque, super quod erat scrinium Petri, plenum innumerabilis 
auri et argenti, captum et retentum est, et ad Nizh una cum captivatis reductum, 
et in aerario ducis repositum." Albert, p. 281. " Neminem vendentem aut aliquid 
offerentem invenientes ", after the loss of 2,000 wagons, indicates that the cru- 
saders still had money. Albert says that when the army was reunited, after being 
scattered in the mountains and forests, only 30,000 were left out of 40,000. No 
reliance can be placed on such large figures. 

33 " Interea nuncii ducis ad domnum imperatorem Constantinopolis praeces- 
serunt, qui sibi universa in malo de actibus et inf ortunio Petri retulerunt : qualiter 
Ungaros Malevillae occiderit ; et quomodo ad civitatem Nizh veniens, pro bene- 
factis mala civibus reddiderit, sed non tamen hoc impune presumpserit." Ibid., 
p. 282. This indicates that the early arrival of these crusaders was entirely unex- 
pected by Alexius. 

3 * Albert has the messengers say : " Civitatibus autem omnibus per quas tran- 
siturus es ex imperatoria jussione praecipimus ut pacifice tibi omnia tuisque ven- 
dant, et, quia Christianus es, Christianique tui consocii, non ultra iter tuum 
impediant ; et quicquid in superbia et furore satellites tui adversus ducem Nichi- 
tam deliquerunt, tibi prorsus remittit." Ibid., p. 282. 
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to Peter, because of his losses. A second imperial messenger met 
Peter at Adrianople, and requested him to hasten his march, "be- 
cause the emperor was consumed with a desire to see this same 
Peter, on account of the reports which he had heard concerning 
him". Constantinople was reached on August 1, and the army 
encamped near the city, the usual market privileges being again 
conceded. 35 The march from Cologne had taken about three 
months and eleven days. 36 

Crusading enthusiasm continued to develop in Germany after 
the departure of Walter and Peter, although without the organized 
guidance of the papacy. Because of the struggle respecting investi- 
ture and the opposition of the anti-pope, Guibert, Urban II. made 
little effort to include Germany in the crusade. Probably only three 
German bishops were loyal to the pope at this time. 37 Because of 
this situation, the Peasants' Crusade represents a large part of Ger- 
many's participation in the First Crusade. 38 During the spring of 
1096, the Jews of the Rhine towns suffered greatly from persecution 
by the crusading bands, which coalesced to form the other armies 
of the Peasants' Crusade. Very little is known of the army which 
was headed by Fulk. 39 It passed through northern Germany and 
apparently was responsible for the attacks on the Jewries of Magde- 
burg and Prague. 40 It ended what seems to have been a disorderly 
career at Nitra, where it was destroyed by the Hungarians. 41 

Gottschalk, however, seems to have been a more worthy fol- 
lower of Peter, although Ekkehard calls him " not a true but a false 

33 " Quibus emendi licentia pleniter concessa est." Ibid., p. 283. " Quibns 
imperator iusserat dari mercatum, sicuti erat in civitate." Gesta, ed. Hagen- 
meyer, p. 112. 

36 Hagenmeyer, " Chronologic ", no. 59. 

37 Thiemo of Salzburg, Ulrich of Passau, and Gebhard of Constance. Hagen- 
meyer, " fitude sur la Chronique de Zimmern ", Arch, de VOr. Lat., II. 65. 

38 The following passage explains the situation in Germany. " Orientalibus 
autem Francis, Saxonibus et Thuringis, Baioariis, et Alamannis haec bucina 
minime insonuit, propter illud maxime scisma, quod inter regnum et sacerdotium 
a tempore Alexandri papae usque hodie tam nos Romanis quam Romanos nobis 
invisos et infestos iam, heu ! confirmavit. Inde est, quod omnis pene populus 
Theutonicus in principio profectionis huius causam ignorantes, per terram suam 
transeuntes tot legiones equitum, tot turmas peditum totque catervas ruricolarum, 
feminarum ac parvulorum, quasi inaudita stulticia delirantes subsannabant, utpote 
qui pro certis incerta captantes, terram nativitatis vane relinquerent, terram repro- 
missionis incertam certo discrimine appeterent, renunciarent facultatibus propriis, 
inhiarent alienis." Ekkehard, ed. Hagenmeyer, pp. 1 09-1 12. 

39 Wolff, Bauernkreuzziige, pp. 92-93 ; Ekkehard, ed. Hagenmeyer, pp. 54, 
:22-i24. Owing to Albert's silence, our knowledge of this army is slight. 

40 Hagenmeyer, " Chronologie ", no. 39. 
*i Ibid., no. 49. End of June. 
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servant of God". With a considerable army, which we are told 
was well equipped and prepared, he passed through southern Ger- 
many peacefully. 42 Coloman readily granted passage through his 
realm and markets, but with an express understanding that there 
should be no plundering. 43 The terms of this agreement were soon 
broken by the crusaders. Disorder, which Albert ascribes to the 
Bavarians and Swabians, caused the Hungarian king to halt Gott- 
schalk at Martinsberg. Finding the crusading army too strong to 
be attacked, he began to negotiate, and curiously enough the cru- 
saders agreed to surrender all arms and treasure as a pledge of good 
conduct for the duration of their march through Hungary. Such 
an extreme concession is proof that Gottschalk and the leaders of 
his army were eager to satisfy the king's conditions. 44 The Hun- 
garians, however, did not keep faith with the crusaders, but attacked 
them as soon as they had disarmed themselves. Few seem to have 
survived the massacre. 45 

The last army united under the leadership of Count Emicho of 
Leiningen. 46 William, viscount of Melun and of the Gatinais, sur- 
named the Carpenter, joined Emicho at Mainz. 47 Other members 
of the French nobility mentioned are Thomas of La Fere, Clarebold 
of Vendeuil, and Drogo of Nesle. 48 While the various bands which 
united to form this army were gathering together, 48 many Jewish 

42 " Tarn militaris quam pedestris vulgi, qui, pecunia ineffabili cum ceteris 
rebus necessariis collecta, iter suum pacifice usque in regnum Ungariae con- 
tinuasse perhibentur." Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 289-290. 

43 " Quibus etiam concessa est licentia emendi vitae necessaria ; et pax 
utrinque indicta ex praecepto regis, ne qua seditio a tanto oriretur exercitu." 
Ibid., p. 290. 

41 " Acquieverunt universi huic consilio, ac loricas, galeas, omnia arma to- 
tamque pecuniam, stipendium viae suae scilicet in Iherusalem, in manus magis- 
trate regis reddiderunt." Ibid., p. 291. 

*5 Hagenmeyer, " Chronologie ", no. 50; Wolff, Bauernkreuzziige, pp. 96, 

158-159- 

46 " Ubi [Mainz] comes Emicho, vir nobilis et in hac regione potentissimus," 
etc. Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 292. " Quidam vir militaris, comes tamen partium 
illarum quae circa Renum sunt, Emicho nomine," etc. Ekkehard, ed. Hagen- 
meyer, p. 126. 

47 Duchalais, " Charte inedite relative a l'Histoire des Vicomtes de Melun ", 
Bibliotheque de Vtcole des Chartes ", deuxieme s£rie, I. 254. 

48 Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 293, 299. 

49 " His itaque per turmas ex diversis regnis et civitatibus in unum collectis," 
etc. Ibid., p. 291. Wolff (Bauernkreuzziige, pp. 159-170). thinks that there were 
five bands: (1) a French band led by William, which probably attacked the Jews of 
Speyer ; (2) a second French band, guilty of the persecutions at Metz and Trier ; 
(3) a band of Frenchmen, Englishmen, and Flemings, which persecuted the Jews 
of Cologne; (4) Emicho's own band, responsible for the troubles at Mainz; (5) 
the band of Count Hartmann. 
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persecutions occurred, particularly at Speyer, Worms, Mainz, Co- 
logne, and Trier. 50 Albert says that this army numbered 200,000, 
of which only 3,000 were horsemen, and that it contained French- 
men, Flemings, Englishmen, and Lotharingians, who were well pre- 
pared. 51 Passing along the Danube into Hungary, it was further 
strengthened by a South German contingent headed by Count Hart- 
mann of Dyllingen and Kyburg. 52 The Hungarians, however, had no 
intention of permitting such freebooters to enter their country, and 
the gates of Wieselburg were closed at the king's command. After 
unsuccessful negotiations for passage, the crusaders decided to force 
this strategic position and thus obtain entrance to the kingdom. 
This was not easy, as the town was located at the juncture of the 
Danube and Leitha rivers, and surrounded by swamps. Six weeks 
were spent in the construction of a bridge. Then a successful as- 
sault was made, and entrance was secured, but when the crusaders 
were already within the walls, panic seized them, and victory was 
turned into defeat. Caught with the river behind them, the mem- 
bers of the attacking party suffered disaster. 53 William of Melun, 
Drogo, Thomas, and Clarebold escaped and went to Italy, where 
they later joined Hugh the Great. 54 Hartmann later joined God- 
frey. 55 The six weeks' siege of a fortified town indicates that 
Emicho's army, although disorderly and badly organized, 56 possessed 
some military capacity. Its failure shows the impossibility of any 
band's forcing a passage through Hungary. Preparation and good 
behavior were demanded by the Hungarian king. 

To return to the crusaders in the East, Peter had an audience 
with the emperor soon after his arrival. 57 Alexius was eager to 
hear of the great upheaval that was taking place in the West. 
Peter, " short of stature but great in word and spirit ", told his story, 

so Hagenmeyer, " Chronologie " nos. 30, 31, 32, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 40. 

51 " Cum omni suppellectili et substantia rerum et instrumentis armorum 
quibus Iherusalem proficiscentes indigebant." Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 291. 
Ekkehard, ed. Hagenmeyer, p. 127, says 12,000. 

52 Wolff, Bauernkreuzziige, pp. 102, 165; Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 299; 
Hagenmeyer, in Arch, de I'Or. Lat., II. 67-69. 

53 Hagenmeyer, " Chronologie ", no. 64, places this disaster in the middle of 
August. 

5* Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 305. 

55 Ibid., pp. 322, 427. 

56 " Et omnis ilia intolerabilis societas virorum ac mulierum," etc. Ibid., p. 
293. Albert (p. 295) condemns the Jewish persecutions and the disorderly life 
of this army. 

57 Peter found Italian crusaders in Constantinople, " Lombardos et Longo- 
bardos et alios plures ". Gesta, ed. Hagenmeyer, pp. m-112. 
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and the emperor gave him two hundred gold byzants and a measure 
of small coins for his men. Five days after reaching Constanti- 
nople, the crusaders crossed to the Asiatic shore, where they estab- 
lished themselves at Hellenopolis or Civitot. The Greek merchants 
brought them provisions and necessities by boat, so that their wants 
were abundantly supplied as long as they had money enough to pay 
the traders. Inasmuch as a long period of waiting must elapse be- 
fore the main armies would arrive, it was necessary for Alexius to 
find suitable quarters for them. 58 Hellenopolis seems to have been 
quite satisfactory, 59 so long as the crusaders kept out of Turkish 
territory, which the emperor warned them to do. For two months 
they lived at this camp in perfect security. 60 

Without giving a complete account of the events in Asia Minor, 
certain significant features may be noted, for they place the final 
disaster in a different light. At the end of two months, plundering 
began against Peter's will. 81 A band of some 7,000 Frenchmen 
made a successful cattle-stealing raid in the direction of Nicaea. 
Next 3,000 Germans captured a castle only a few miles from this 
place, which they occupied as a base for further operations. 62 The 
Turks beleaguered the occupants of this castle, and forced them 

58 The anonymous writer of the Gesta says that the crusaders were warned 
not to cross the Straits. " Nolite transmeare Brachium, donee veniat maxima 
Christianorum virtus, quoniam vos tanti non estis, ut cum Turcis proeliari valeatis." 
Ed. Hagenmeyer, pp. 112-113. He goes on to say that because they burned 
houses in the suburbs, and stole lead from the churches to sell to the Greeks, the 
emperor became angry and ordered them to cross to Asia Minor. Albert indicates 
that the crossing was agreed upon because of its advantages to the crusaders. 
His account of the warning is different. After the camp was established at 
Hellenopolis imperial messengers went to the crusaders and warned them not to 
venture into Turkish territory. "Assunt nuncii Christianissimi imperatoris, qui 
Petro omnique exercitui ejus interdixerunt iter versus montana Nicaeae urbis, 
propter insidias et incursus Turcorum, donee amplior numerus affuturorum Chris- 
tianorum illis accresceret." Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV, 284. It must be remem- 
bered that the author of the Gesta did not reach Constantinople till some time 
after the destruction of Peter's army. Albert's account sounds very much like 
that of a participant. 

58 Hagenmeyer, Peter, pp. 179—186; Gesta, ed. Hagenmeyer, 123, note 65. 
According to Ordericus (ed. Le Prevost, III. 490-491), Alexius had previously 
intended to establish his Varangian guard at Hellenopolis. 

60 " Et curriculo duorum mensium illic in pace et laetitia epulati, moram 
fecerunt, secure ab omni impetu hostili dormientes." Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 
284. 

Qilbid., p. 284. The Gesta (ed. Hagenmeyer, p. 114), without any reference 
to the two-month period, implies that the crusaders continued to burn houses and 
plunder after crossing the straits. 

62 Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 284-283; Gesta, ed. Hagenmeyer, pp. 115-118. 
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to submit after eight days. The news of this produced tremendous 
excitement in the crusading camp. The footmen demanded that the 
knights lead them to battle forthwith, and when they refused be- 
cause Peter was absent, Godfrey Burel (magister peditum) taunted 
them with cowardice until they yielded to the popular clamor. The 
whole army then marched forth against the Turks in six divisions 
headed by a vanguard of 500 horsemen. As they were emerging 
into an open place in the forest, the horsemen were attacked before 
the footmen could come to their assistance. Their horses were shot 
down by the Turkish archers, and they were compelled to fight on 
foot against overwhelming numbers. Walter with many other 
knights, including a number of German nobles, fell in this battle by 
the Draco river. 83 The footmen were routed and slaughtered by 
the Turks as they fled toward camp. 64 Later 3,000 fugitives took 
refuge in a ruined fortress where they defended themselves until 
rescued by the imperial troops. 65 

Although he was blamed by later writers, Alexius can not be 
held responsible for this disaster. It has been assumed that he was 
disgusted with the poor quality of the material in Peter's army, and 
that he hurried the crusaders over to the Asiatic side merely to get 
rid of them. The camp at Hellenopolis, however, seems to have 
been safe enough until the crusaders themselves provoked the fatal 
attack by disregarding the emperor's warning. Albert says that 
they began foraging while plentifully supplied with food. 88 No 
doubt the monotony of camp life may have been a cause of trouble, 
and without doubt the Greek traders continued to bring food. The 
significant point to note, however, is that Peter was in Constanti- 
nople at the time of the battle seeking to obtain some form of relief 
for his people. 67 The real cause of trouble was that the crusaders, 

63 Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 288. For the list of Germans, see Wolff, Bauern- 
kreuzzuge, p. 187. 

6* Albert's figures, which are not at all to be trusted, make the proportion of 
footmen to horsemen about fifty to one. It must be remembered that this battle 
was the first experience of the crusaders with Turkish methods of fighting. In 
this connection see Fulcher of Chartres on the battle of Dorylaeum, ed. Hagen- 
meyer, pp. 194, 195. The crusading armies of 1101 were just as unfortunate as 
Peter's followers. 

65 Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 289 ; Gesta, ed. Hagenmeyer, pp. 127-130. 

es " Post duos itaque menses, lascivi et effrenes facti prae otio et inaestima- 
bili copia ciborum, vocem Petri non audierunt," etc. Albert, Recueil, Occ, IV. 284. 

•t " Ante hos enim dies Petrus Constantinopolim ad Imperatorem migraverat, 
pro exercitu suo rogaturus ut illis venditionem necessariorum alleviaret." Ibid., 
p. 286. 
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at least a considerable number of them, had exhausted their re- 
sources. Disorder, lack of discipline, the efforts to secure food by 
plundering, were all caused by a lack of money. The story of the 
bands which had perished in Hungary was repeated in Asia Minor. 
The relative success of the different bands was determined by the 
amount of money possessed by the individual crusaders of whom 
they were composed. The bands of Walter and Peter had sup- 
ported themselves by paying for their, food for five and one-third 
months, a creditable achievement, while the others were reduced to 
plundering when they reached Hungary. The fundamental reason 
for the failure of the first two bands was their premature arrival 
in the East. 

If this account offers an accurate interpretation of the move- 
ment, it would seem that it must have originated in favorable eco- 
nomic conditions rather than in famine and distress. Hagenmeyer, 
however, endorses Ekkehard's statement that the French were easily 
persuaded to leave their homes, since France for several years pre- 
vious to 1096 had been afflicted by civil sedition, famine, pestilence, 
and plagues. 68 Wolff concludes that the movement had a back- 
ground of " religious enthusiasm and bitter want ", and as evidence 
lists all the famines mentioned for the years preceding the crusade. 69 
What year of the Middle Ages did not have at least a local famine? 
The scanty records do not permit of conclusive statistical results, 
but there is much evidence to indicate that the last years of the 
eleventh century were marked by considerable economic progress. 
The growth of commerce and industry, the rise of towns, and the 
colonization of new agricultural lands are marks of prosperity more 
significant than the fact that famines and plagues had not yet ceased 
to occur. The entire crusading movement may be regarded as one 
of the first great results of the new forces which culminated in the 
many-sided awakening of the twelfth century. 

That the crusading movement was not preceded by a period of 
exceptional distress is made more certain by the knowledge that the 
followers of Walter and Peter, and even the bands which perished 
in Hungary, were not the product of hard times. The reference to 
Peter's treasure-chest, Albert's frequent and persistent allusions to 
market privileges, the reparation for losses, and the coincidence that 
trouble occurred only when provisions could not be obtained by 

68 Ekkehard, ed. Hagenmeyer, pp. 105-106; Hagenmeyer, Peter, p. m, "Das 
Nothjahr 1095 ". 

6 9 Wolff, Bauernkreuzzuge, pp. 175, 108-119. 
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peaceful means, all imply that preparation for the crusade involved 
the possession of ready money, or its acquisition by mortgage or 
sale of property. 70 The via sancta was not for the pauper. 71 

Frederic Duncalf. 

'0 Many freeholders in South Germany lost their economic freedom by going 
on the crusade. The " Zimmern Chronicle " tells how Frederick of Zimmern 
struggled to equip himself by oppressing his serfs. Arch, de VOr. Lot., II. 24, 
33-34- 

?i " Nimium tamen simpliciter innumerabilis multitudo popularium illud iter 
arripuerunt, qui nullomodo se ad tale periculum praeparare noverunt vel potuer- 
unt. Unde et eorum non parva pars in Ungaria occubuit, quae terram Ungarorum 
satis imprudenter devastare praesumpsit." Bernold, Chronicon, Monumenta Ger- 
tr.aniae Historica, Scriptores, V. 464. 



